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Punc city's location helps a lot to make a city favorable for the spiritual tourism as the city 

lhcs on the confucnce of the two rivers ie. Mula and Mutha, and for the development of the roligionus 

places the river confluence ie. Sangam is very significant fromi the religious poinit of view as this 

geographical nature of the Pune considered as the auspicious in the religion and help to enhance the 
holiness of the city. As most of the sacred places in India are on the confluence of the rivers, hence 

the confuence of Mula and Mutha river plays pivotal role in the spiritual life and history of Pune. 

Poona City- Head quarter of P'oona District, situated in 180 31'N. and 730 51'E., on the Gireat Indian 
Peninsula Railway, 119 miles south-cast of Bombay, and a terminus of the Southern Mahratta 

Railway, 1,850 fect above the level of the sea, and , in a straight line, about 63 miles from the coast. 

The name seems to be derived from the Sanskrit Punyapur, or cleanser, probably referring to the holy 

meeting of the Mutha and Mula rivers. It is the military capital of the Deccan, and June to October the 

seat of the Government of Bombay.'In prehistoric tinies, like the rest of the Deccan, Poona is said to 
have formed part of the Dandakaranya or Dandaka Foresct.' "The earliest mention of its name occurs 

in a cooper plate inscription of the Rashtrakuta King Krishna I dated A.D. 758, where there is 

reference to the Poona Region (Punya Vishaya). In another inscription of the same, dated A.D. 768, 

the region is called Punaka. 
The Cultural Capital Of Maharashtra: Pune is also known as the cultural capital of Maharashtra. 

t has evolved over a long period of time and it has the unique distinction of having a rock cut cave 

Lemple of Shiva, known as Pataleshwar. This temple is located now right in the middle of the city. The 
later development was basically in the Kasba peth area, which was the earliest development along the 

river Mula. 

The Pataleshwar Cave Temple: The Pataleshwar Cave Temple (also called Panchaleshvara or 

Bamburde) is a rock-cut cave temple, earved out in the 8th century in the Rashtrakuta period. It is 

located in what is now Pune, in the state of Maharashtra, India. It was originally situated outside the 

Lown, but the city limits have expanded so that it is now located on the downtown Jangli Maharaj 

Road." It has been declared as a protected monument by the government. The temple, made 

of basalt rock, is dedicated to the Hindu god Shiva. The sanctum- a cube-shaped room about 34 
metres on each side bhouses a linga - the symbol of Shiva and there are two smaller cells on each 

side. In front of the cave is a circular Nandimandapa, its umbrella shaped canopy supported by 

massive square pillars. This mandapa is one of the peculiar stuuctures of Pataleshwar. The cave is 

located at a lower level than the present level of the road and the cave complex. There is an 

exquisitely carved circular Nandi shrine in the huge courtyard of the cave. The main cave is 

rectangular on ptan and has a pillared porch. There are three sauctums in the cave temple and the 

central one houses the Shivalinga. There is a circumambulation path provided in the cave where one 

can see the unfinished part of the cave temple. I appears hat atter finishiung the fcont and the sanctum 
tdhe cave was lefi incomplete due to sone easns, one of which could be the faults in the rock. 

However tie walls n the nan cave have suue vutliues daawu suggesung the sculptures depictng 

stories from ndia mytluolopy, espeinally uolvin Sliva Tle huge complex of the cave has been 

Ccomverted inty a panden nd tucc ae a few aeutr iual cnbees stowed u it probably belmging to 
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